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“GARDENS mean so much to so 
many people. They provide solace, 
company, joy, and the perfect 
excuse to get outside. 

The last couple of years in particular have 
helped us re-connect with them. Many 
others have discovered the hobby for the 
first time.   

This summer, we’re excited to have 
secured the best Herefordshire’s gardens 
have to offer. From beautiful private plots 
to exquisite estates, your visits will leave 
you wowed and full of inspiration. 

At St Michael’s, our care and our gardens 
go hand in hand. 

Patients and their loved ones 
enjoy spending time amongst our 
plentiful green spaces, enjoying 
the stunning vista across the 
orchards towards Checkley.  

With that in mind, there’s a very special 
addition to our Open Gardens calendar 
too. 

Rounding off the season, on Sunday, 11th 
September, we are inviting the community 
to explore it for themselves. 

It’s been a labour of love for my Volunteer 
Gardening team just to get to this point, 
but there are two people who deserve 
special praise.

A few years ago, not long after I started 
as a volunteer gardener at St Michael’s,    

I got talking to a patient.

We chatted about the Hospice garden, 
and he told me how much gardening 
meant to him.

It was a conversation which resonated 
and helped me create a vision for a 
more user-friendly green space here at 
St Michael’s which can be enjoyed by 
patients, their loved ones, volunteers and 
staff.

Fast forward to September 2019 and I 
was lucky enough to share my vision with 
horticultural royalty Monty Don, who was 
opening the Hospice’s Flower Festival at 
Lyde Arundel.

We spoke at length and Monty has since 
been so kind to impart his guidance and 
advice to my team on several occasions, 
through phone calls and visits to the 1.5-
acre plot. 

We’re excited that he has agreed 
to officially open the garden on 
11th September.  

It was always our aim to develop a garden 
of fragrance, structure, quiet reflective 
spaces, wellbeing, and enjoyment. 

Our first project was to plant 200 
hornbeam around the Labyrinth area, 
creating a space of quiet reflection 
and meditation which will eventually 
be screened, giving privacy. Next, we 
improved the narrow pathways, making 
them wheelchair friendly so loved ones 
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      Steve Flack (second right) and some of his garden volunteers

can walk alongside patients. 

This was completed last summer and 
the work would not have been possible 
without the generosity and support 
of individuals, and businesses across 
Herefordshire. 

Our Volunteer team now stands at 17. 
I’m immensely proud of them and their 
dedication to St Michael’s. They cannot 
wait to welcome you on the day.

Whichever garden or gardens you visit this 
summer, may I thank you. It’s support like 

yours which helps St Michael’s continue to 
provide its free of charge care to families 
living with a terminal illness throughout 
our community. 

Here’s to a wonderful summer in the 

garden.” 

Steve Flack  
Head Volunteer Gardener at St Michael’s Hospice

* For more details about the  
St Michael’s Hospice Open Gardens 
day, see Page 18.
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Open Gardens Disclaimer

We want you to be safe 
during your visit.

Please take care when 
you visit the gardens and 
please remember that most 
gardens are private and 
are opened through the 
generosity of their owners.

Safety is paramount and 
we advise that you wear 
suitable footwear and take 
extra care around any steps 
and water features in the 
gardens.

Please stay on marked 
paths, avoid hazards and 
take care not to damage 
anything in the garden.

We ask that you supervise 
children. You have a duty 
of care for your own safety 
and that of any child/
children in your care. Please 
ensure they stay within 
sight at all times.

Due to the terrain, access 
to some of the gardens 
may be limited for some 
disabled people. 

Car parking at all gardens is 
at your own risk and we ask 
that you take care on roads 
leading to some gardens 
which can be very narrow.

Editor’s disclaimer: whilst 
every endeavour is made 
to ensure that all details 
featured in this brochure 
are true and correct at time 
of going to print, we do 
not take any responsibility 
for any changes which may 
occur due to circumstances 
beyond our control.

Thank you for your 
co-operation and enjoy 
your visit.

Gardens at a glance

All details in this brochure are correct at time of printing. Please 
check our website (st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/event/opengardens) 
for more information about Open Gardens and up-to-date details 
of the events listed.



A chance to browse and buy a huge variety of plants grown by 
professional and amateur gardeners, plus garden-related products. 
Stroll through the picturesque Hospice gardens while browsing horticultural 
delights guaranteed to please any green-fingered enthusiast. 
You can leave your purchases at our Plant Creche while exploring the Fair. 
Browsing can be hard work, so why not pre-book a lunch which will be served in 
our Garden Room? Visit our Plant Fair webpage (address below) to view the full 
menu. 
There will also be a barbecue in the lower garden. Payments accepted via cash and 
card. 
Entry to the Plant Fair is free. To secure priority entry (still free of charge) visit 
www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/event/plant-fair/

Lyonshall Nurseries kindly sponsoring 
St Michael’s Hospice Plant Fair

Plant FairPlant Fair
St Michael’s Hospice 

29th and 30th April 2022 - 10.30am-4.00pm 



Saturday 11th and 
Sunday 12th June
10am-5pm
Much Marcle
HR8 2LY

TICKETS:

Adults £9 (£10 on the 
day).  
Children £2.50 

HELLENS Garden 
Festival carries the 
theme ‘Growing 
the Future - The 
Revolution Starts 
Here’.
The annual two-day event 
at Hellens Manor wows 
visitors each summer – and 
2022 is expected to be no 
different.

Returning speakers this 
year include BBC Radio 
2 gardener Terry Walton, 
horticultural journalist 
Tamsin Westhorpe, and 

acclaimed gardeners 
Hannah Genders and John 
Cunningham.
Visitors can also browse 
stalls offering a diverse 
range of rare and specialist 
plants, plus handmade 
products, and sample some 
of the best locally-produced 
food and drink.
Since 2006, almost 
£70,000 has been donated 
to St Michael’s Hospice 
from the Festival. 
Funds this year will again 
come to St Michael’s, and 
the Back to the Wild CIC.
“Last year was such a 
successful Hellens Garden 
Festival, and we can’t 
wait to welcome visitors 
again,” said Gail Calthrop, 
the Festival’s Co-Creative 
Director.

6     Book tickets and find out more: hellensgardenfestival.co.uk 



The Wain House

THE Wain House was 
converted from a barn 
in 1983. The garden 
consists of a large wildlife 
pond containing iris and 
buttercups and on a higher 
level, several flower beds of 
roses and perennials. There 
is also an orchard area with 
just a few fruit trees and 
a fruit cage along with a 
flower bed to attract the 
bees. It is surrounded by 
fields of old Perry pears.

Upper 
Bogmarsh
Sunday 12th June
2-5pm 
 
Upper Bogmarsh 
HR2 6PH

Visit four 
gardens 
for just £6* 
*In advance (£7.50 on the 
day). U16s free. 

The Mangala Quirky 

Kirky Garden

THIS is a small, 

individualistic, secret 

English cottage garden 

mixed with fruit and veg, 

packed with too many 

plants, meets a touch 

of the topiarised Orient, 

plus open Mediterranean 

sun-baked Courtyard with 

palms, oleander, olives, 

cypress and bananas.

Bogmarsh Cottage

 

BOGMARSH Cottage is a 

‘cottage garden’ with a 

focus on wildlife, organic 

principles and climate 

change. There is also a 

green woodwork structure. 

Meadow Hope

  

MEADOW Hope is a pretty 

cottage garden stocked 

with traditional perennials 

and featuring a Golden 

Plane tree as the focal 

point. It looks out across 

a Silver Birch copse to the 

Herefordshire landscape 

beyond. 

Hot and cold drinks. 
Afternoon teas. Cakes. 
Assistance dogs only. 
Wheelchair access limited.

A collection of 
four gardens in 
the beautiful 
Herefordshire hamlet 
of Upper Bogmarsh. 

For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 7



THE gardens at The 
Whittern were originally 
laid out by the Victorian 
architect who designed 
the enormous old house 
in the 1870s, which 
was the centrepiece of 
many rambling buildings 
including the old stable 
block in the back gardens. 
Much of the original 
landscaping and garden 
walls are retained and built 
in stone quarried from 
the hillside opposite. The 
‘esplanade’ and original 
terraced rose garden are 
now full of shrub roses 
and perennials with the 
upper terrace planted in 
the early 2000s. The old 
rockery has been replaced 
by a swimming pool and 
the rose gardens replaced 

by lawn but recent 
designs have added to the 
architectural feel of the 
garden. The house and 
gardens with bubbling 
fountains are beautifully 
set in the expansive north 
Herefordshire countryside 
with a south-facing 
veranda looking across 
the original parkland. The 
trees include a splendid 
Cedar of Lebanon and the 
sixth oldest Larch in Great 
Britain, as well as a number 
of specimen beeches, 
oaks, scotts pines and 
wellingtonias.

Guests will also be able 
to try a Kir Royale, the 
renowned French cocktail 
made with Cassis produced 
on the Estate.

The Whittern
Wednesday 15th June
11am-4.30pm

Lyonshall 
HR5 3JA

 
TICKETS:
Adults £6 (£7.50 on the 
day). U16s free.

Hot and cold drinks.
Afternoon Teas.
Cakes. 
Assistance dogs only.
Limited access 
to wheelchair users.

* Jo Hilditch, owner of The 
Whittern and former High 
Sherriff of Herefordshire, will 
give talks at 11.30am and 
2.30pm on the history of The 
Whittern estate and gardens, 
plus British Cassis liqueur, 
along with tasting. 
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The Old Rectory

Sunday 19th June
11am-5pm
Thruxton, 
Herefordshire 
HR2 9AX

TICKETS:

Adults £6 (£7.50 on the 
day). U16s free.  

Hot and cold drinks. 
Afternoon tea. Cakes. 
Assistance dogs only.
Parking.
Generally flat ground on 
grass but some gravel 

THIS garden has opened 
for the National Garden 
Scheme (NGS) for over 
ten years. It’s a constantly 
changing plant-lovers’ 
garden stocked with 
unusual perennials, roses, 
trees and shrubs - most of 
which are labelled. There 
are many areas of interest 

including a glasshouse 
producing tomatoes and 
grapes, a part-walled 
vegetable garden, cutting 
borders, and a gazebo 
covered with roses and 
clematis. 
In the adjoining field, mown 
paths meander through the 
large collection of young 
ornamental trees in the 
burgeoning arboretum, and 
the orchard with heritage 
fruit trees.  The large 
wildlife pond is a perfect 
spot to pause and enjoy 
the water lilies, dragonflies 
and swallows skimming the 
water.
There are plenty of places to 
pause and sit in this four-acre 
garden, with its breathtaking 
views of the Herefordshire 
countryside. 

For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 9For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 9
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Lions Den
Saturday 25th and 
Sunday 26th June
11am-5pm 

Bredwardine  
HR3 6DE

Adults £5 on the day. 
U16s free  
Assistance dogs only 
Parking 
Refreshments

A courtyard area with 
plenty of seating is the 
perfect place to relax before 
exploring the spacious 
grounds high above the 
Wye.

The well-manicured lawns 
lead away from the house 
and are punctuated by water 
features and walled flower 
beds, connected by gravel 
pathways.

Hidden gems include a 
summer house, which 
will be open throughout 
the two days for visitors 
to spend time in, and a 
stunning smoke bush tree 
which shimmers in the 
sunlight.

A walkway through a 
small paddock allows 
visitors a closer view of 
the Wye as it makes its 
way towards Bredwardine 
and onto Hereford.

BUILT almost 100 years ago, 
Lions Den boasts wonderful 
views of the River Wye and 
surrounding countryside 
stretching out for many 
miles towards the north 
west of Herefordshire.
 
Hidden away just outside 
Bredwardine and only a 
short distance from Hay-on-
Wye, visitors to the grounds 
of this glorious home are in 
for a treat. 



VISIT this stunning venue 
rarely open to the public.
Wander around part of 
the Grade II* listed house 
and step outside to tour 
its grounds including the 
two-acre walled garden and 
the unique, unaltered Grade 
I listed 17th Century gothic 
summer house.
In addition to viewing the 
house and gardens, guests 
will be able to enjoy two talks 
from the respected ecologist, 
James Bisset.  
12pm: The subject of  
“re-wilding” 
2.30pm: Gardening for 
Wildlife 
 
*Talks are available to guests 
who are interested on the 
day and are included within 
the entry price.  

Homme House 
Wednesday 6th July
11am-5pm
Much Marcle
HR8 2LY

Adults garden visit £6 
(£7.50 on the day). 
U16s free. 
 
Hot and cold drinks plus 
afternoon teas & cakes.
Generally flat for 
wheelchairs but with some 
gravel paths and steps. 
Assistance dogs only. 
Parking available. 

Plant sales thanks to 
Overseas Farm Nurseries

For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 11
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Brinsop 
Court
Wednesday 27th July
11am-4.30pm
Brinsop
HR4 7AX

TICKETS:

Adults £6, (£7.50 on the 
day). U16s free. 

Refreshments.
Parking.
Dogs on leads allowed.
Accessible to wheelchair 
users.
Informal house tours.

BRINSOP Court is one of 
Herefordshire’s most popular 
wedding, event and holiday 
venues. 
Located just off Tillington 
Common, Brinsop is situated in 
the heart of the county’s rolling 
countryside. 
Discover why the location 
holds such a special place in 
people’s hearts by spending 
the afternoon here. Meander 
through the Grade 1-listed, 
14th Century, moated manor 
house before heading outside 
to explore the grounds sur-
rounded by the 800-acre estate 
with its ancient woodlands, 
rolling hills and fields stretching 
as far as the eye can see.

12          For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 
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WITH views of the 
Malvern Hills and the 
Black Mountains, this long 
and thin garden forms a 
division between mature 
woodland and pasture. 
Created by the owners 
since 2005, attractions 
include a dovecote 
housing 30 resident white 

Rhodds 
Farm
Sunday 31st July
11am-5pm
Lyonshall 
HR5 3LW
TICKETS:

Adults £5, (£6 on the day). 
U16s free
Hot and cold drinks. 
Afternoon teas and cakes. 
Assistance dogs only. 
Wheelchair access limited.

For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 13
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doves overlooking a 
formal garden, hot 
borders which peak 
in July, a large gravel 
garden, woodland 
planting, extensive 
mixed borders, a new 
arboretum and several 
ponds, one of which is 
a haven for newts, frogs 
and dragonflies.



CONSIDERED to be one of 
the most important historic 
houses in Herefordshire, 
Kentchurch Court is the 
ancestral home of the 
Lucas-Scudamore family.

Named by The Guardian 
as one of the best secret 
gardens in the UK, the 
property covers part of 
a wider estate stretching 
some 5,000 acres, and 
visitors will be able to 
explore the house and its 
grounds.

The gardens provide an 
intimate space for the 
family, and there is also 
a vegetable garden, an 
orchard and a deer park. 

There are plenty of 
perennial flowers that 
overflow on to the paths.

Kentchurch 
Court Gardens 
Friday 5th August
11am-4pm 

Pontrilas HR2 0DB

TICKETS:
Adults £6 (£7.50 on 
the day). U16s free. 

Refreshments available to 
buy.
Dogs on leads permitted.
Wheelchair access limited; 
woodland walk is not 
suitable and there are steps 
to the front of the property. 
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Lower Hope
Sunday 14th August
2-5pm
Ullingswick
HR1 3JF
 
TICKETS:

Adults £6 (£7.50 on the 
day. Cash only). U16s 
free

Afternoon teas. 
Accessible to wheelchair 
users.
Parking. 
Assistance dogs only.

There will also be a 
performance by the 
Hereford Police Male 
Voice Choir. 

THE well-tended gardens 
at Lower Hope Farms 
span five acres facing 
south and west. 

Herbaceous borders, rose 
walks, a laburnum tunnel, 
and Italian gardens are 
among the highlights, 
plus the addition of a 
Japanese garden.

Conservatories and large 
glasshouses contain 
species of orchids, plus 
colourful butterflies and 
bougainvillea.

Visitors are welcome to 
stroll through the lime 
tree walk to the wildlife 
pond, landscaped with 
wild flowers and  
abundant in wildlife. 

For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 15



Moors 
Meadow 
Gardens
Sunday 4th September
12-6pm
Collington, 
Bromyard 
HR7 4LZ
 
TICKETS:

Adults £10.  
Children (aged 4-16) £3.

Concert in the Oak Circle.  
Tea and cake on the terrace.
Assistance dogs only.
Unsuitable for wheelchairs.

MOORS Meadow is an  
inspirational organic 
seven-acre hillside garden 
that has achieved several 
awards including the “Most 
Romantic Garden” and has 
featured on TV Gardener’s 
World. The garden is 
brimming with plants, many 
rarely seen in cultivation. 
There are also intriguing 
features, sculptures and 
meandering paths, adding 
a sense of mystery and 
delight. 

This event will feature 
performances from 
local artists featuring an 
eclectic mix of music and 
spoken word.
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Shobdon Court 
and St John the Evangelist Church 

Sunday 4th September  
2-5pm
Shobdon  
HR6 9LZ

Adults £5 (£6 on the day).  
U16s free. 

Refreshments including afternoon teas and cakes 
Dogs on leads permitted 
Unsuitable for wheelchairs 

RARELY open to the public, Shobdon Court greets visitors with a centrepiece 
lawn featuring a spectacular Cedar of Lebanon, Oak and Oriental Planes, 
among many other delights. 

Below the lawn is the arboretum. Col Corbett began planning trees here to 
make a pleasant ring around the pools some 60 years ago. The arboretum 
today boasts a mature tree canopy and smaller acers below giving interest 
throughout the year, with bulbs and bluebells, azaleas and rhododendrons 
in the spring, through to the beautiful autumn colours, particularly from the 
acers. 

Visiting St John the Evangelist Church is an opportunity to see a wonderful 
example of 18th Century Rococo Gothic architecture. 

 



St Michael’s Hospice Gardens
Sunday 11th September
2pm-5pm 
Bartestree, 
HR1 4HA

ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY: Adults £10. U16s free. 
Assistance dogs only. 
There will be a performance by the Hereford Police Male Voice Choir. 
Cream teas available for purchase.

STEP into a vision which has been more than three years in the making.
Created by a dedicated team of volunteers, this 1.5-acre plot boasts a myriad of 
surprises and delights.
Each garden section is continually evolving. Explore all eight sections, including a rose 
garden and a wildflower meadow.
Its aim is to provide a quiet, reflective space for all those who spend time in it, from 
patients and relatives, to Hospice staff and volunteers. 
On the day, the garden will be unveiled by horticultural royalty in Monty Don.

18          For tickets and more details   st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 

For the full story of the St Michael’s 
Hospice Garden, see Pages 2 and 3. 
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